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THE PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. To promote the advancement 
of Science by the study of nature, 
natural history and the natural 
sciences; to foster and stimulate 
the public interest in the study and 
conservation of wild animal life, in 
the collection, care and exhibition 
of live animals, birds, fish and rep¬ 
tiles and in the collection, exhibi¬ 
tion and care of study specimens of 
scientific or historical value. 

2. To stimulate and maintain 
public interest in the erection and 
maintenance of suitable buildings 
commensurate with the size and re¬ 
sources of the City of San Diego 
and State of California. 

3. To stimulate and maintain 
public interest in the provision, 


erection and maintenance of a Zoo¬ 
logical Hospital and Bioligical Re¬ 
search Institute commensurate 
with the size and resources of the 
City of San Diego and State of 
California. 

4. To provide for the delivery 
of lectures, for the exhibition of 
photographs, slides and motion pic¬ 
tures, for the publication and dis¬ 
tribution of literature of all kinds 
dealing with natural history and 
natural science. 

5. The Society shall be operated 
for the mutual benefit and advance¬ 
ment of its members for non-pro- 
fitable purposes and no part of the 
net earnings thereof is to inure to 
the benefit of any member. 
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REPTILES 

From time immemorial, presumably beginning with the entry of the 
serpent into the Garden of Eden, there has been instilled down deep in 
the heart of the human race a dread and fear of reptiles. We hace been 
taught that every snake is our enemy and should be destroyed. How 
many years of proper education will be necessary to dispel this illusion 
it is too early to predict. Judging from the amount of real interest 
manifested by the general public in the exhibit of reptiles at the zoo and 
the large number of men, women and children who each year donate live 
specimens to the collection, it will not be long before the majority of 
people will believe, that, not only are most snakes perfectly harmless and 
unaggressive, but that on the contrary most of them are of great and 
practical benefit to mankind. 

Most of us retain through our lives the power of enjoying the thrill 
of horror that we experienced in the ghost stories, the pirate tales and 
similar exquisitely terrifying adventures, mental or physical, of our child¬ 
hood. It is apparently some such feeling that lures many of our visitors 
into the Reptile House for the first time, but many who come to be 


frightened remain to study and enjoy, and later to become interested 
enough to return with specimens and to perhaps encourage their children 
to do a little collecting. 
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The reptile exhibit is the only one which is confined in a building. 
While the other animals have shelters into which they may retire, the 
reptiles are not only compelled to stay under cover at all times, but 
artificial heat is supplied for them for approximately ten months in the 
year. A temperature of between 75 and 80 degrees is maintained con¬ 
stantly. 

The care the reptiles receive is as carefully administered and as 
individual as any of the exhibits on the grounds. Snakes are fed once a 
week, lizards every day. The menu varies from fresh meat, fruit, vege¬ 
tables, meal worms to blossoms of the mysenbryanthemum, radish, Lan- 
tana and tender foliage. Diablo, the huge Indian Python, after three 
years in the zoo still refuses even the most tempting and palatable of 
foods, so is forcibly compelled to break his hunger fast at least every 
ninety days. Instead of creating public sympathy by his protest against 
his unfair incarceration, it is a day of public rejoicing when he is brought 
out on the lawn in front of the snake house and forced to eat at the end 
of a sausage stuffing machine. In spite of his protests he thrives upon 
the food thus administered, and after each feeding retires to his favorite 
spot immediately above the furnace, curls himself into a sinister but 
lustrous pile and ignores the public in his haughtiest reptilian manner. 

Much interest has during the past two seasons entered in the collec¬ 
tion of rattlesnakes as this is one of the depots for supplying venom to 
the Mulford Laboratories in Philidelphia, where the manufacture of a 
serum for the cure of snake bites is being conducted for the first time in 
the United States. This is of the greatest interest to every one as the 
serum now being manufactured is a positive cure not only for the rattle¬ 
snake, found nearly everywhere in the United States, but for all other 
poisonous snakes as well. 

A complete and scientific record of every reptile brought to the zoo 
is made by Mr. L. M. Klauber, the Curator of Reptiles for the Zoological 
Society. The value of the collection is thus much greater than as a 
simple exhibit. Most of the reptiles we exhibit from distant points are 
secured by Mr. Klauber in return for local specimens. His trading list 
is very wide embracing all of the United States and many parts of 
Europe. 

Housed in the Reptile House during the winter months you will also 
find all varieties of our land terrapin and tortoises. The hugh Abyssin¬ 
ian tortoise shares a warm sandy corner with the hinge-back turtle and 
other desert varieties. As soon as the weather permits however these 
are transfered to the enclosures prepared for them in the western section 
of the Children's Mesa. 

In addition to the several species of land and desert tortoise, we have 
a most unusual and extensive line of water turtles and terrapin. It is 
through the personal efforts of Dr. Harry Wegeforth that this collection 
has largely been made. He has not only donated the pens and tanks to 
the Society, but has personally taken care of practically all the collection 
which is one of the largest and most varied to be found at any one place. 

Strange as it may seem all reptiles are subject to parasites and it is 
one of the greatest problems now confronting the keepers to keep these 
pests under control with out damage to their unwilling hosts. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Zoological Society of San Diego was held 
at the Chamber of Commerce on the evening of January 9, 1928. Al¬ 
though only ten members of the Society were present, 250 more had 
named Dr. Harry M. Wegeforth to represent them at the meeting by 
proxy. 

Reports from every department were read and received the endorse¬ 
ment of the members present. Plans for the coming year were inform¬ 
ally discussed. The acts of the Board of Directors during the year of 
1927 were endorsed in a motion made by Mr. Page, seconded by Mr. 
Star and carried unanimously. 

One change was made in the by-laws; the date of the Annual Meet¬ 
ing was changed from the first Monday in January to the first Monday 
in February. This was done in order that the various departments 
might have more time for their reports and because there are so many 
other annual meetings held during the month of January which mem¬ 
bers of the Zoological Society are compelled to attend. 

The Board of Directors were reelected unanimously. 

One of the pleasant features connected with this annual meeting 
was the receipt of countless letters containing endorsement of the work 
of the past administration and helpful suggestions for the future. 

Reports from the Reptile Department appear in this number of Zoo- 
nooz and others will be published in future numbers. 

B. A. Slain, in whose care the reptile exhibit has been during the past 
few months had had no experience prior to coming to the Zoo in the care 
of snakes. As he had, however, no fear and in reality much interest in 
the reptiles, he is finding that the work is all he had expected it would 
be. These days are being spent in fumigating, repairing and cleaning the 
building. Each year it is the policy of the officials to take advantage of 
the lull in the snake season for this renovation. Special attention has 
been given to the extermination of mites and the results obtained from 
sodium flouride have been most satisfactory. Coming in as an amateur 
Slain feels that he is now a professional having been initiated into the 
mystery of snake lore through the unpleasant experience of a rattlesnake 
bite. Aside from the discomfort of a severly swollen hand for a day or 
two he lost no time from his work thanks to the immediate use of the 
serum kept for such emergencies and a good deal of real grit. 
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Interior of Reptile House 

EXTRACTS FROM ANNUAL REPORT OF MR. L. M. KLAUBER 
CURATOR OF REPTILES 

Statistical Data: 

During the past year 906 snakes were brought into the zoo from San 
Diego County, in addition 129 from other sources brought the total for 
which locational records were obtained, to 1035. This figure may be 
compared with an average of 616 per year during the previous four 
years. From this standpoint, therefore, the past season has been a 
successful one. It is to be hoped that the volunteer collectors who 
constitute such a fine source of supply, will continue their interest in the 
Zoo, and thus maintain unimpared our supply of specimens, for these not 
only keep our exhibit at a high standard, but likewise produce much 
interesting and important scientific data. 


Rare Specimens: 

The year proved unusual in the number of garter snakes taken, possi¬ 
bly because of the heavy rainfall. Not only were there an unusual 
number of the common California Garter Snakes brought in, but likewise 
we secured two live specimens of the Pacific Garter Snake (Thamnophis 
sirtalis infernalis), these being the first ever recorded from San Diego, 
or any point south of Riverside. In addition several dead specimens 
were noted on the road in the vicinity of Bonsall, so it is evident that for 
some reason not clearly understood, this snake was not uncommon in 
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Northern San Diego County, notwithstanding the fact that no collector 
had ever come upon it in this territory before. 

From Laguna Mountain came three specimens of the Mountain Garter # 

Snake (Thamnophis ordinoides elegans), which species had never before 
been taken south of the San Bernardino Mountains. We consider this a 
very interesting find. 

Prizes: 

The following awards should be made for the past season: 

First prize to Fred Walker of East San Diego 

Total number of snakes.~.329 • 

Number of points ..7205 

The special prize of $10.00 should likewise go to Walker, this being 
for a specimen of Mountain Garter Snake (Thamnophis ordinoides 
elegans). 

The second prize should be awarded to L. Kemp 

Total number of snakes... 52 

Number of points .-...3650 

I recommend for next year that prizes be awarded as follows: 


For the greatest number of points:—First prize.~..$40.00 

Second prize. 25.00 

For the rarest specimen:— First Prize.... r .$15.00 

Second prize. 5.00 


This will bring the total amount of prizes to be distributed up to $85. 
I recommend that the prize award be based as heretofore on points, 
these points being given in accordance with the table attached hereto. 
I furteher recommend that the contest period be the calendar year 1928. 


A rare specimen of ground squirrel was brought into the Zoo by Fred 
Hanson, County Inspector of Apiaries. This is a true albino being nearly 
white with pink eyes. It was found on the Guajita Ranch near Bear 
Valley by Henry K. Wilson of Ramona. At the present time he is kept 
in a cage but as soon as it is tame enogh so that it can not be driven 
away by the attention of the visitors, it will be turned loose in the 
vicinity of the main entrance. 


The land tortoises are vegetable eaters exclusively, consuming large 
quantities of lettuce, and other leafy vegetables. The water turtles eat 
meat, preferably fish and semm to care little when they make the change 
to dead fish which is all we can provide for them. 


The new arrangement of prizes for the year 1928 as recommended by 
Mr. Klauber should stimulate even greater interest in the collection of 
reptiles from San Diego. Fuller details of this contest will be found in 
the extracts from Mr. Klauber’s reports which appear in this issue. 


Erric Rittenhouse one of our youngest enthusiasts who is always a 
welcome visitor sent in the first rattlesnake of the year, a Pacific Rattler 
which he had caught in the garage at his Las Mesa Heights home. 
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POINTS 

SCORED BY SNAKES IN THE 1928 CONTEST 

OF THE 

SAN DIEGO ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

♦ 

1. 

Western Worm Snake. 


... 75 

2. 

California Boa. 


... 15 

3. 

San Diego Ring-neck Snake. 


... 10 

4. 

Western Yellow Bellied Racer.. 


...100 

5. 

Red Racer . 


... 20 

6. 

California Striped Racer . 


... 10 

7. 

Western Patched-nosed Snake . 


... 40 

8. 

Lower California Leaf-nosed Snake ... 


...500 

9. 

Western Faded Snake . 


...100 

10. 

San Diegan Gopher Snake .. 


... 5 

11. 

California King Snake . 


... 10 

12. 

Boyle’s King Snake . 


... 10 

13. 

Coral King Snake . 


...100 

14. 

Long-nosed Snake . 


... 20 

15. 

Tricolor Ground Snake . 


...200 

16. 

Spotted Night Snake . 


.. 40 

17. 

Pacific Garter Snake . 


...200 

18. 

Mountain Garter Snake . 


..300 

19. 

California Garter Snake . 


... 5 

20. 

California Tantilla ____ 


..150 

21. 

California Lyre Snake .... 


..250 

22. 

Sidewinder ______ 


..200 

23. 

Red Diamond Rattlesnake ..... 


.. 25 

24. 

Bleached Rattlesnake ...... 


~ 50 

25. 

Pacific Rattlesnake .... 

.... 

.. 25 


Any snake not in the above list captured within the confines of San 
Diego County, scores 1000 points. 








































